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ADDRESS BY PREMIER OF KWAZULU-NATAL HON. A.T. NTULI DURING THE AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SUMMIT HELD AT THE OLIVE CONVENTION CENTRE ON 20AUGUST 2024

Programme Directors;

MEC for the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Hon. T. kaMadlopha-Mthethwa;

Head of the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Mr Z.N. Dlamini; 

Chief Director of Department of Agriculture Land Reform and Rural Development Dr J. Moeng; 

Chief Researcher Human Sciences Research Council Prof T. Simelane;

Distinguished Delegates;

Ladies and Gentlemen;

Good Morning!

I wish to start by extending my appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to the honourable MEC for Agriculture and Rural Development KaMadlopha-Mthethwa for this invitation to the Agricultural Extension Indaba 2024.

We are pleased to be part of this gathering which interconnects scientific research and agricultural practices. Its primary aim is to strengthen the agricultural frontline services with a view to improving the services that government is committed to provide to the community and the sector.

Programme Director Agriculture by its very nature plays a critical role in the economy and poverty alleviation. But the reality is that the sector is facing significant climate patterns that affect the weather, urbanization, growing population, pollution, rising input costs and many others.

This gathering therefore is very timely as the province is grappling with many challenges, as observed in the recent floods, the fires, el Nino, La Nino and many others. We ought to come out of this Indaba with a clear plan on how among other things, 

· We can apply scientific research and new knowledge to improve the sector

· Ensure that our farmers have abilities and support to adopt relevant practices and importantly adapt to changing conditions.
· We develop a clear plan on how we train our farmers and provide them with relevant information and resources

This Indaba is held under the theme: Bridging Collaborative Initiatives for Strengthening the Research-Training-Extension-Farmer Nexus.
It underlines how the development of the value-chain of the agriculture sector is to the programme of economic growth, job creation and the fight against poverty and food insecurity. 

Extension is about quality farmer support with the latest knowledge as a platform to promote excellence amongst agricultural advisors who are key support loop to the sector. Agricultural extension officers serve as intermediaries between scientific research at institutions, and farmers on the ground. 

The best extension officer plays a multifaceted role as facilitator and communicator who guides the farmer in decision-making, ensuring that the most appropriate knowledge is implemented in a bid to achieve the goals sustainable production and orderly land use and development.
KwaZulu-Natal – A Rural Province 

KwaZulu-Natal is a rural province with tracks of arable land. His Majesty the King has also underscored this point in many public engagements. During his address at the Umkhosi we Lembe in KwaDukuza in 2022 He said that “KwaZulu-Natal has the largest land in South Africa and that the people in the Province should be the ones producing food for the country”
I fully understand that there is a complex balance that needs to be struck between development, human settlement and food security. But we have to creatively use land to support agricultural activities. because agriculture, as Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the IFP President Emirates always emphased, that “for people to be alive and kicking, they have to eat”

In fact, speaking at the Mahlabathini Annual Agricultural and Industrial Show uMntwana said “even under normal circumstances, agricultural activities are essential for man’s survival. No human being or nation can survive if it does not involve the people in agricultural activities. Farming is the very first industry and it is where all nations must first excel themselves in order to successfully diversify into other industries” 

There is no doubt that for the poorest sections of our people agricultural activities are vital for us.
Unemployment rate Increase 

This Indaba comes shortly after the release two weeks ago on the 13th of August, by Statistics SA of the results of its Quarterly Labour Force Survey for Quarter 2 of 2024. The figures showed that unemployment rate increased by 0.6 of a percentage points from 32,9% in the first quarter to 33,5% in the second quarter. The expanded unemployment rate increasing by 0.7 of a percentage point to 42.6%

These employment losses were observed mainly in the formal sector (down by 77 000), the Agricultural sector (down by 45 000) and Private households (down by 18 000). 

The finding of the survey confirms our worst fears that we are faced with unemployment that if unchecked may lead to instability. The Agricultural sector must provide solutions to our unemployment rate, especially for women, youth and the vulnerable groups.

Stats SA reports that unemployment affects mostly young people who are disengaged from the labour market and are not building on their skills base through education and training. This is to say they are not in employment, education or training (NEET). 

Programme Director, unemployment is linked directly to access to food, and it impacts directly on food security. 

The Human Science Research Council says that South Africa is not food insecure, but that there are pockets of people who do not receive enough meals or adequate nutrition from what they eat.

The levels of food insecurity varied across districts. 17% of the household in the province suffer from severe food insecurity, while 4,3 suffer from severe hunger. Severe food insecurity was more prevalent in Zululand district where 35% of the households were severely food insecure and 17.1% and 4.3 % experienced severe hunger.
HSRC Food and Nutrition Security Survey Report 

I am therefore delighted to be part of this Indaba during which we will witness the announcement of winners in the agriculture science competition managed by the Department.

We are also pleased to be part of the launch of National/Provincial Food and Nutrition Security Survey Report in conjunction with the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development and our provincial hosts today the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development.

That the HSRC has chosen this accession to launch its national report on food security brings us science closer to the war on poverty and our effort to end hunger and inequality.  

We have noted the HSRC survey which will help us in updating our data and to indicate to us where the best interventions should be. These instruments are crucial to inform improved food programmes at regional and district level, and as a baseline to monitor household vulnerability to food insecurity. 

As the HRSC states, the report provides the country the opportunity to fulfil the requirements of the Dar Es Salaam Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security. This is a set of agricultural goals to help reduce food insecurity in the Southern African Developing Community region, to which South Africa is a signatory. 

As KwaZulu-Natal it is our responsibility to aid in increasing food security through agriculture and other sectoral interventions.

Among the recommendations made by the HSRC are the following, and I am not going to mention all of them:

· Promotion of domestic food production to ensure food security at household level

· A focus on employment creation through agricultural sector;

· Investment in food markets and food banks at fruit and vegetable markets close to vulnerable households in all districts;

· Land redistribution and restitution with a rezoning strategy for land under traditional authorities so that some can be reserved for agricultural production; 

· Protecting extremely poor households from seasonal hunger through assistance in particular months of the year (mostly January and June);

· Improve household nutrition through continued interventions like breastfeeding promotion, managing acute malnutrition, and benefits of consuming nutrient-rich foods and dietary diversity, as well as guidance on food preparation and meal planning.

Conclusion

The National Food and Nutrition Security Survey seeks having assessed the food and nutrition security situation at households in the respective livelihood zones of the provinces of KZN wants to see targeted interventions for food and nutrition security. 
As the province of KwaZulu-Natal, we welcome the report and the outcomes which are accompanied by recommendations. We note the contents and having received this report, we expect the report to be presented to the Provincial Executive Council having been processed by the various relevant structures including the Committee of Heads of Department.

We are certain that the hosting of the Agricultural Extension Indaba will increase the capacity of extension services, improve support including the quality of extension & advisory services, and optimize agricultural production & farmer development in KwaZulu-Natal.
We are deeply indebted to the MEC for the Department of Agriculture, and Minister of Agriculture Land Reform and Rural Development (DALRD), and leadership of the department who commissioned the HSRC to conduct the National Food and Nutrition Security Survey.

Congratulations to the winners of the Agricultural Extension Awards. You are the best of the best. To all the officers, on your shoulders rests the future wins against joblessness, poverty and inequality as we increase our agriculture output to take its place as leading sector in our economy.  

Ngiyathokoza

